History Summer Work
EARLY TUDORS 1485-1558
To excel at A-Level, you need a strong foundational knowledge of who ruled, when they ruled, and the core themes of their reigns. This homework consists of two parts:
1. Pre-Research Task: Investigating the chaotic usurpation that established the Tudor dynasty.
2. Monarch Fact Files: Creating baseline reference profiles for the four key rulers of this period.
Part 1: Pre-Research Task – The Ascent of Henry VII
Before the Tudors, England was torn apart by a series of civil wars known as the Wars of the Roses. In August 1485, a relatively unknown exile named Henry Tudor invaded England and seized the crown.
Your Task: Research the events of 1485 and write a detailed summary (approx. 250–300 words) explaining how Henry VII successfully became King of England.
Guiding Questions to Shape Your Research:
· The Climax: What happened at the Battle of Bosworth Field on August 22, 1485? Who died, and why did Henry win despite having a smaller army?
· The Claim: Look into Henry Tudor’s bloodline. How strong or weak was his actual claim to the English throne? (Hint: Look at his mother, Margaret Beaufort).
· Immediate Security: Once he won the battle, what immediate steps did Henry take to ensure people accepted him as the legitimate king rather than just a usurper? (Hint: Think about the date he chose for the start of his reign and his marriage).
Part 2: The Early Tudor Monarch Fact Files
You are required to create a visual and analytical Fact File for each of the four monarchs who ruled during this period. You can present this as a booklet, a set of detailed revision cards, or a digital presentation.
For each monarch, your fact file must include:
· Full name and dates of their reign.
· A brief summary of their character and personality.
· Their key ministers/advisors.
Profile 1: Henry VII (1485 – 1509)
· Hint Questions to Guide Your Profile:
1. Why was Henry VII so obsessed with money and finances? How did he use financial penalties to control the English nobility?
2. Who were the key pretenders (impostors) who tried to rebel and steal his crown, and how did he survive them?
3. What was his foreign policy style? Did he prefer going to war or securing peace through royal marriages?
Profile 2: Henry VIII (1509 – 1547)
· Hint Questions to Guide Your Profile:
1. How did Henry VIII’s style of government differ from his father’s? (Think about his use of Chief Ministers like Thomas Wolsey and Thomas Cromwell).
2. What was the "Great Matter," and how did it lead to the English Reformation (the break from the Catholic Church in Rome)?
3. How did Henry VIII's obsession with securing a male heir drive his political and religious decisions?
Profile 3: Edward VI (1547 – 1553)
· Hint Questions to Guide Your Profile:
1. Because Edward was only 9 years old when he inherited the throne, he couldn't rule alone. Who were the two Protectors (Somerset and Northumberland) who ruled on his behalf?
2. How did England's religion change under Edward? Was it a moderate change or a radical shift toward strict Protestantism?
3. What was the "Devise for the Succession," and how did Edward attempt to alter history on his deathbed?
Profile 4: Mary I (1553 – 1558)
· Hint Questions to Guide Your Profile:
1. Mary is often dramatically referred to as "Bloody Mary." What religious policies did she enact to earn this reputation, and what was her main goal for England’s church?
2. Why was Mary's decision to marry King Philip II of Spain highly controversial and unpopular among the English people?
3. What major foreign policy disaster occurred at the very end of her reign in 1558 that devastated Mary and the country?
EXT- Profile 3.5: Lady Jane Grey (10-19th July 1553)
· Hint Questions to Guide Your Profile:
1. Lady Jane Grey never actually wanted to be queen. Who was her powerful father-in-law (the Duke of Northumberland), and how did he manipulate Edward VI’s deathbed wishes to place her on the throne?
2. Why did her reign last for only nine days? Why did the English public and the Privy Council rapidly abandon her in favour of Mary Tudor?
3. Although Mary I initially spared Jane’s life, what major event in 1554 convinced Mary that Jane was too dangerous to be left alive, leading to her execution at just 16 or 17 years old?


RUSSIA 1894-1941 
Create fact files on the following important individuals of the start of the Russia topic. Knowing a brief background on their roles in the topic will make following the story of our topic much easier.
Tsar Nicholas II
· Who was he? From what family?
· Who did he marry? Where was she from?
· What children did he have?
· What is a Tsar? How long was he Tsar?
· What role does he play in WWI?
· What happens to him?
Rasputin
· Basic Background e.g. date of birth/death
· What was his role before he became famous?
· What was his role to the Royal Family?
· Why did he have a hold over the Royal Family?
· Why did he make the Royal family unpopular?
· What legends surround him?
Sergei White
· Basic Background e.g. date of birth/death
· What is a finance minister?
· What was the Great Spurt?
· What were the positive/negative effectives of Witte’s Spurt?
Father Gapon
· Basic Background e.g. date of birth/death
· What event did he play an important role in?
· What was the organisation he set up?
· What was the Okhrana? What was their role in his work?
Peter Stolypin
· Basic Background e.g. date of birth/death
· What was a Stolypin necktie?
· What was his main role from 1906-1911?
· Why does his role end?
· What reforms did he introduce?
· What was the positive and negative impact of his actions?
Create a basic timeline of major events in Russia from 1894-1941. We can use this in class to track the changes and events in Russia.

